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Mother's Prayer/' in which I have known so
many people to be engaged, when under diffi-
culties, at the appointed period, viz. the fifteenth
day of the month Rujub. The prayer itself
occupies about sixteen closely written pages,
and the person intending to make use of it, is
expected to bathe and fast, as commanded by
Mahumud, who instructed his followers in this
prayer, which was then called " The Opening of
Difficulties," afterwards, and to the present day
" David's Mother's Prayer," by reason of a
miraculous occurrence which followed her
having fulfilled the task of fasting, preparation,
and the prayer alluded to,

" A very poor woman had been engaged in
the family of the Emaum Jaffur Saadick, as
wet-nurse to his son ; she was much respected in
the family, who wished to have retained her
with them, when the child was weaned ; but
she would return to her own village, where her
son was living, at some distance from the city
of Koofah.

** Her son, named Daaood, grew up under her
maternal care, and proved the great comfort and